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and drinking. That the way to improvement lies through the education of the people has always been recognized. One of the first acts of the Sanitary department was the issue of simple rules for village sanitation, which were translated into the vernacular and explained to the villagers by the District officer; and similar efforts continue to be made. The rudiments of hygiene form a portion of the course of primary education, and the improved methods of modern elementary instruction are used to make the lesson interesting and impressive* These efforts must in time prove effective: encouraging results have been obtained in municipalities, and the knowledge which grows up in the towns spreads to the country.
The early efforts of the Sanitary department in rural areas Stepstaken were rendered practically abortive by want of agency and funds. These needs have to some extent been met by the Local Boards and Village Sanitation Acts. In 1865-71 a number of Acts were passed enabling the levy of local cesses for works of local utility* The proceeds were, however, mainly directed to communications, schools, and dispensaries, and their influence on sanitary improvement was not great. Much more important were the Acts passed in 1883-5 to give effect in rural areas to the local self-government policy of Lord Ripon, They provided a popular agency of District and subordinate boards, which were made responsible for the supply of pure water for drinking purposes, and for the sanitation of the District generally. The Madras Act went farther than the others in making the lowest unit of local self-government the village union, comprising generally a group of villages in which a small house-tax is levied for simple sanitary and cleansing operations, and, in large unions, also for the construction and repair of streets, drains, tanks, and wells* The Bengal Act provided for the establishment of similar village unions, but these did not, m In Madras, form an integral portion of the system* In 1887--8 the Government of India declared that a mom syBtematic effort must be made to deal with the problem* It suggested that a general sanitary village survey should be undertaken, and directed that, when a clear perception bad been attained as to what ought to be done, effect should be given to the conclusions by enforcing the provisions of the Local Boards Acts or by special legislation. In accordance with this schema the Local Boards Acts of Bombay, the United Provinces, and the Central Provinces have been supplemented tf special Village Sanitation Acts, The Bombay Act of 1889 for the formation of loot! sanitary committees for